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Diane Coleman is the President and CEO of Not Dead Yet, a 
national disability rights group which she founded in 1996 to give 
voice to disability rights opposition to legalization of assisted 
suicide and euthanasia.  
 
Prior to that, she served for three years as Director of Advocacy 
at the Center for Disability Rights in Rochester, New York and 
twelve years as Executive Director of Progress Center for 
Independent Living in Forest Park, Illinois.  
 
Ms. Coleman has presented invited testimony four times before 
Subcommittees of the U.S. House of Representatives and 

Senate. She is a well-known writer and speaker on assisted suicide and euthanasia, 
and has appeared on national television news broadcasts for Nightline, CNN, ABC, 
CBS, MSNBC and others, as well as National Public Radio. She co-authored Amicus 
Briefs filed in the U.S. Supreme Court and various state courts on behalf of Not Dead 
Yet and other national disability organizations on the topics of assisted suicide and 
surrogate health care decision making.  
 
She has a law degree and Masters in Business Administration from UCLA. From 2003 
to 2008, she was a member of the adjunct faculty at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
and co-taught two graduate courses in disability and medical ethics.  
 
Ms. Coleman is a person with neuromuscular disabilities who has used a motorized 
wheelchair since the age of eleven. 
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