
GAVEL AWARD 2023  Division QUESTIONNAIRE
 

Division name:
Ohio Diabetes Action Network
Division President's name:
Walter Mitchell

Current dues-paying membership:
$5

Membership last year:
18

Number of new members joining this year (worth 1 point each): 
13

Total number of members and non-members on your mailing list: 
31

Before September 30, 2023, how many division board meetings will your division have conducted since September 30, 2022 (worth 1 point each)?
3

Before September 30, 2023 how many membership meetings or events will your division have conducted since September 30, 2022 (worth 1 point each)?   
6

How many members are registered with NFB-NEWSLINE®?  
5
How many new users have signed up this year2023 (worth 1 point each)?

Does your division use social media. If so, please explain. 
Answer: Yes, We have Face Book, YouTube and a email list serve. On Face Book, we have begun developing a Cooking show to introduce diabetic friendly recipes and techniques for the visually impaired. Presently we post the recipes to introduce the show. We currently have 20 followers and have posted 13 recipes, as well we post general information about diabetes. On YouTube we post the recordings of the educational seminars we host, to date we have shared 3 seminars. We have 6 followers. We also advertise the recordings on Face Book. We also have a NFB mailing list where we post meeting dates, meeting minutes, diabetic information and general information about the local and national 
division.

Is your division on the PAC plan? Also, how many individual members are on the PAC plan? (1 point for division and 1 point per  

5 members is on the PAC plan



1. How does your division promote the goals, philosophy, and activities of the National Federation of the Blind among division members and the general
Public (worth up to 10 points)?
Answer: The philosophy of the NFB is exemplified in every aspect of the Ohio DAN. Not only do we live the can do attitude, but we challenge each other to do more to show their individual independence.  Our members attend workshops, seminars, boutiques and speak at engagements in the business arena; community outreach events and within NFB chapters and divisions to provide the low vision aspect and gain awareness and advocacy for the NFB philosophy. Furthermore, The Ohio DAN utilize it’s social media platforms to communicate as much of the NFB’s characteristics that is appropriate for the platform.
 
 
    
 
2. Civic Activities: Aside from participating in local, state, and national Federation activities, in what community programs have your division members been involved?
Examples: social or political causes, religious institutions, civic organizations, or student activities (worth up to 10 points)?
Be sure to give examples of how each activity demonstrates a blindness skill or promotes the National Federation of the Blind.
Examples: “One member demonstrated the use of the KNFB reader to a person. One person explained a computer screen-reading program. Two members used Braille to read scripture in church. Five
Members used canes and guide dogs at a town meeting conducted by our member of Congress.”  
Answer:
1. A member read scriptures using braille at their weekly bible study
2. A member is active in their bible study and Sunday school
3. 2members are active in the Greater Cleveland bowling league of which one of them is the President
4. A member is the President of the Cleveland Scrapper Beepball League
5. 3 Members sing in their church choir
6. A member is a guitarist in churches and community choirs
7. A member is active with the Maple Heights senior center
8. A member is active in book discussions at the senior center
9. 3 members are Volunteers of the Cleveland sight center
10. 2 members are Share the vision partners
11. A member is active on social media with vision lost and finding resources and giving support
12. A member participate with envision America with script talk
13. A member participate in informational webinars with Cleveland sight center and the glaucoma research foundation
14. A member held a fundraiser for the K9 cuties animal rescue
15. A member provide support for aspects of healthy living
16. A member demonstrate the new accessible voting machine
17. A member is the Chairperson for the American Blind Bowling Association financial Committee
18. A member participate with World of Possibilities Disability Expo
19. A member participated with their county’s 100 Fathers event, advocating for independence in the family unit for parents with disabilities
20. A member participated with the Seniors Resource Fair in Prince George’s County Maryland
21. A member is a County Commissioner for Prince George’s Co., proving that people with a disability is capable of conducting meaningful contributions
22. A member was a panelist at the awareness meeting with Calvin Hawkins
23. A member is a Travel Agent and provide assistance for NFB members travelling to the National Convention
24. A member is a Officer of the DC Anime Club
25. A member participated with the Church of Christ, VA multi cultural day, providing advocacy for people with disabilities
26. A member provide information about Braille on certain drinks and certain products; gave instructions on the Braille leading to the ATM machines and train stations
27. A member meet with the public to advocate for People with disabilities on a Legislative committee
28. A member was a greeter and engager at the first listening session for persons with disabilities in their county
29. A member promote Braille literacy with a braille class
30. A member test the accessibility of surveys
31. A member assisted in educating a movie theater on audio description
32. A member attend the ARC of Maryland, Prince George’s County
33. A member attend I3S group support group
34. A member trained staff how to engage blind and low vision students in the class room

3. In what forms of advocacy are your division members involved (worth up to 10 points)?
The definition of advocacy that will be used is: public support or recommendation of a particularr cause or policy.
Synonyms are: support for, backing of, promotion of, campaigning for, pushing for, arguing for.
Answer:
1.  A member test websites for accessibility using a screen reader
2. A member is involved with the Deaf Action committee of Cleveland and Hearing Speech Center
3. A member is also a member of the WMS group of her church
4. 2 members participate with the Cleveland Hearing and Speech Center’s fundraiser
5. A member support the Usher Syndrome awareness day
6. A member is the president of his Fraternity’s alumni council
7. A member is the CEO of a non-profit organization that train people with disabilities for employment and entrepreneurship
8. 4 Members has made phone calls to their Congressmen and/or Senator on behalf of the objectives of the NFB


 
   

 
4. Please note that this question has three parts so that we can determine how closely our chapters and divisions are working together and how much we see ourselves as part of the state and national organizations. Be sure to answer each part of this question. How has your division interacted with other NFB chapters or divisions during the past year?
  
 
A. List all activities in which your division has participated with another division or chapter; how many members took part in each (worth up to 10 points)?
Answer:
1. 3 Members met with the Student Division to facilitate a project 
2. Every chapter in the Ohio Affiliate has a DAN representative
3. A member is the Ohio Affiliate Vice President
4. A member is the President of the Cleveland Chapter
5. A member is the President of the Cincinnati Chapter
6. A member is the Vice President of the Cincinnati Chapter
7. A member is the President of the Columbus Chapter
8. A member is the President of the Miami Valley Chapter
9. A member is the President of the Springfield Chapter
10. A member is the President of the At Large Chapter
11. A member is the President of the Augusta CSRA Chapter
12. A member is the President of the National Harbor Chapter
13. A member is the Vice President of the Communities of Faith division
14. A member engaged with the Sligo Creek and National Harbor Chapters on a fundraising opportunity
15. A member participate with the NFB of DC fundraising opportunities
16. A member is the Treasurer of the Ohio Senior Division
17. A member is the Secretary of the Ohio Senior Division
18. A member participated with the Indiana Convention Jeopardy game and workout presentation and at the Indiana State Convention
19. 3 members is associated with the Community Service Committee
20. A member is on the Board for the Community Service Division
21. 2 members is in the DEI Committee of which one is the chairperson
22. A member is the Treasurer of the Communities of Faith Committee
23. A member is the Chairperson of the Ohio Affiliate fundraising Committee
24. A member is the Chairperson of the Employment Committee
25. 3 members are in the National Organization of Blind Black Leaders
26. A member is in the NFB Greek and Masonic Group
27. 2 members attend the 365 Technology boutiques

 
  
B. List all state-affiliate-sponsored activities in which your division participated; how many members took part in each (worth up to 10 points)?
Answer:

1.  2 Members attended Columbus Seminar
2. 5 members attended the September Affiliate Board meeting


 
 
C. List all events sponsored by the national organization in which division members have participated this year; How many took part in each (worth up to 10 points)?
 Answer:

1. 10 members attended National Convention
2. 2 members attended the 365 technology Boutique
3. Members attend the Presidential release, not sure how many, but at least 3

 
 
5. What fundraising projects has your division engaged in during the past year (worth up to 10 points)? 
 Answer:

1. DAN Annual drawing
2. Cincinnati Spring Ball
3. Cincinnati end of summer fundraiser
4. Philadelphia popcorn fundraiser
5. Augusta CSRA popcorn fundraiser
6. Cleveland Chapter Tastefully Simple fundraiser
7. Cleveland Chapter yard sale fundraiser
8. National Community service popcorn fundraiser
9. Ohio Community Service fundraiser
10. Ohio Affiliate Piggest Raffle

 
 A. Describe the extent to which division members take responsibility for such projects.
 Answer:

The membership of the DAN purchase the goods and/or chances to win a prize. We also initiate projects and encourage people to participate. A few of our members are chairpersons for fundraising Committee.
 
  
 
B. What role did outside organizations or sighted volunteers play in these activities?
 Answer:

For the DAN first Annual fundraiser, we had 4 outside organizations sale chances to win. Nu Chapter Alumni Council, The Lions Club of North Carolina, Next Step, L2T Products and Services.
 
 
6. Funding the projects and activities of the National Federation of the Blind at the local, state, and national levels is vitally important work for all of us. Answering the following questions will assist the awards committee to compute the percentages of financial support for each division. This will enable the committee to make useful comparisons.
 
 
 
A. What was your division's bank balance as of September, 2022?   Balance as of September, 2023?     
Answer:

2022=$518.91; 2023=$1,763.91
 
B. After subtracting all expenses associated with fundraising, how much money has your division raised during the year ending September 30, 2023? How much money came in from all other sources during this period? 
Answer:

$1,300.00
 
C. How much money has your division contributed to the state affiliate during this period (worth up to 10 points)?  
 
 
D. How much money has your division contributed to the national organization during this period (worth up to 10 points)?
 
 
   

 
7. Describe what your division has done to promote the legislative initiatives of the National Federation of the Blind. This could include inviting a public official to a division meeting, writing letters, making phone calls, etc. (worth up to 10 points)
Answer:

Our members has written letters to their Congressmen and Senators. Members has visited Capital building in 3 different States.

8. Take no more than two paragraphs to discuss the ways in which your division is a stronger part of the National Federation of the Blind today than it was a year ago (worth up to 10 points).
 Answer:

The Diabetes Action Network was on the verge of being dissolved February of 2022. Thanks to the help of the Ohio Affiliate and the work of the members of the division, we have moved this division to a solid thriving organization. Prior to February of 2022, we had 4 active members. We now have 31 members and is representing 4 states. The purpose of the division is to educate, empower and inspire blind and visually impaired people to independently and confidently manage diabetes, we do this via. educational virtual seminars and challenging each other to live their most productive life. Every aspect of the Ohio DAN exemplify growth and stability, as our performance has proven.

As a division of the Federation, we are better equipped to support the financial objectives and represent the Federation in a positive manner.
 
   
 
 
  

