Resolution 2025-02
Vending Priority in Ohio

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS), which manages the Rhodes State Office Tower in downtown Columbus, has entered into an illegal contractual agreement with Traveling Tom’s Coffee to operate a coffee bar in the building’s basement, and, 

WHEREAS, this action contravenes Ohio’s Mini Randolph-Shephard Act, which mandates that all state properties must notify the Bureau of Services for the Visually Impaired (BSVI) when considering new opportunities for vending or food service operations.  BSVI is then responsible for evaluating whether the opportunity is suitable for a licensed blind vendor to manage; and,

WHEREAS, in this case, DAS did not follow the required procedures for the coffee business and has engaged in an illegal contractual relationship with Tom’s Coffee; and,

Whereas, there are currently two blind vendors in the Rhodes State Office building whose income will be reduced by allowing an illegal coffee vendor in the building;

NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio, in convention Assembled this 9th day of November in the city of Westlake Ohio, that we demand that the Department of Administrative Services of Ohio immediately rescind its illegal contract with Tom’s Coffee; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we will work proactively with the Bureau of Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired (BSVI), to see that The Ohio Mini-Randolph-Sheppard State law is fully enforced, up to and including seeking an injunction to stop DAS from implementing this illegal contract; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio will take all necessary actions, including press communications and legal action to seek full compliance by the State of Ohio with the mini-Randolph-Sheppard law.
