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  If you are a Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Counselor or graduate student in a VR program, and you wish to acquire expertise specific to the needs of people who are blind or visually impaired, you’ll want to check out this offering by the RRTC on Blindness and Low Vision at Mississippi State University. This 7-month on-line program is supplemented by an intensive 3 week residency in the spring, and practicum training within an approved agency serving those who are blind or visually impaired. Vision Specialist Certification training is held January -  August annually.

    Prospective students include rehabilitation counselors who are employed in rehabilitation agencies and/or students who are in graduate training programs leading toward a Master degree in Rehabilitation Counseling.  A limited number of persons from related fields are accepted.
Graduate Courses in the Certificate 

    The program includes four courses and provides 12 graduate credit hours of instruction: in the following courses: 
 Rehabilitation for Persons who are Visually Impaired

 Resources for Persons who are Visually Impaired

 Computer Access for Persons who are Visually Impaired

 Field Placement in Rehabilitation of Persons who are Visually Impaired 

Stipends
    A limited number of stipends are available to cover complete costs of the Vision Specialist in Vocational Rehabilitation Certification Program. Recipients will be selected by November 1, 2010. Individuals with visual impairments, women, and traditionally underserved populations are encouraged to apply.  
 Registration:
    For additional program information and to register for the Vision Specialist in Vocational Rehabilitation Certificate, visit www.distance.msstate.edu/vision/index.html. Deadline for applying to the program is October 1, 2010.
 Contact Us:

    Registration questions may be directed to Academic Outreach Coordinator Jodi Roberts at (662) 325-0238; email: JRoberts@aoce.msstate.edu.  Questions about the Vision Specialist Certificate Program should be directed to the Vision Specialist Project Director, B.J. LeJeune, (662) 325-2694; email:  bjlejeune@colled.msstate.edu 
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