FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:

Jim Antonacci, President

president@nfbp.org
Lynn Heitz, Vice President

National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania

42 S. 15th St., Philadelphia, 19102

(215) 988-0888

Donna Hill, media relations

Day Camp for Blind Philly Children at NE Phila School

Blind Professionals Including Philly Teacher Introduce Non-Visual Skills
Mentors are Blind College Students
Beach Trip Planned

Philadelphia, PA (July 13, 2009): It has never been more critical for young blind Americans to learn the skills that are enabling blind adults to succeed in an expanding list of professions from law and engineering to chemistry and mechanics. What better way than to spend time with successful blind adults? Starting today, Monday July 13, the National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania (NFB of PA, 15th & Chestnut) is presenting the second annual "Summer Sensations at St. Lucy's," a two-week day camp for blind children. The camp, which features instruction in Braille and white cane travel as well as music, art and a trip to the beach, is being held at St. Lucy's Day School for Children with Visual Impairments (L St. & Hunting Park). Most of the students are Philadelphia residents and Philadelphia School District elementary teacher /Temple grad Harriet Go is one of the instructors. Mentors include North Penn grad and 2009 NFB scholarship winner Andrew Wai (Montgomery County) who will attend Princeton this fall. West Chester UPS employee Tom Supers will teach mobility and Ardmore's Toni Whaley will teach technology.
“Every day,” says NFB of PA president Jim Antonacci (61, Willow Grove), a retired science and math teacher and rehabilitation counselor  from Pennsylvania’s Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services, “the children will be seeing competent blind people performing the same tasks as their sighted peers by using both time-honored and modern adaptations.”

Activities will include exposure to Braille, talking computers, note takers and other adaptive technology. Campers at St. Lucy’s (one of five special education schools of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and honored for its excellence in teaching blind children), will learn to prepare lunches using microwaves & toaster ovens. Each child will be given a white cane fitted to his or her height, mobility instruction and experience using public transportation. The camp is funded by the NFB's Imagination Fund and the NFB of PA.
Programs like "Summer Sensations at St. Lucy's" are needed because America is in the midst of a Braille literacy crisis. Only ten percent of blind kids are taught to read and write Braille, the only tool offering true literacy on a par with print. This is down from fifty percent in the '60s. Recent studies show a statistically significant link between Braille literacy and a blind person's likelihood of pursuing higher education, retaining employment and earning an annual income of over $50,000. For instance, though seventy percent of blind Americans of working age are unemployed, of those who work over eighty percent read Braille. Congress recognized this problem and authorized the minting of the Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar (released March 26, 2009). Proceeds from sales of this first US coin to feature readable Braille support the "Braille Readers are Leaders" campaign of the NFB:

www.braille.org
Antonacci, blinded in an accident while in high school, continues, “From myself and co-director Lynn Heitz on down, camp staff members are all blind.  Blind high school students are acting as assistant counselors and each child has a blind mentor.”

Lynn Heitz (Levittown mother of three), who secured the Imagination Fund grant, has an MSW from the U. of P and is a social worker with the Bureau of Individual Support, Office of Long Term Living, Harrisburg. 

“We want them to realize that the sky’s the limit,” says Heitz, who is Vice President of the NFB of Pa and President of the Keystone chapter (encompassing parts of Montgomery, Bucks and Philadelphia counties).
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About the National Federation of the Blind: With more than 50,000 members, the National Federation of the Blind is the largest and most influential membership organization of blind people in the United States.   The NFB improves blind people’s lives through advocacy, education, research, technology, and programs encouraging independence and self-confidence. It is the leading force in the blindness field today and the voice of the nation's blind.  In January 2004 the NFB opened the National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute, the first research and training center in the United States for the blind led by the blind.

