7 Tips for PR Beyond the Press Release

1. Most papers have free community calendars. Use these for local events in addition to submitting press releases. 

2. Write letters to the editors of your local papers. 

3. Most large newspapers have special e-mail addresses for letters to the editor. Smaller papers, however, may have only one e-mail address for everything. Use "LTE" at the beginning of your subject line to make their job easier. 

4. Check each paper for their submission guidelines for letters. Often there is a standard word count, which ranges between 250 and 500 words. In MS Office Word, the Word Count dialog is under Tools. If you don't catch what your screen reader says the first time, root the screen reader's cursor to the PC cursor and use up and down arrows.

5. Some papers only consider letters that relate specifically to an article they've published; in those cases, you may have to be more creative to come up with a connection. 
6. If you write a letter to the editor about an NFB issue, share it with your group so others will have a starting point for writing their own letters. 
7. If you're not an officer in the NFB, but you'd like to help with press releases, contact your local or state officers and volunteer. They're probably swamped and would welcome the help.

