National Federation of the Blind of Iowa
2026 Legislative Session Priorities

The National Federation of the Blind of Iowa (NFBI) is a nonprofit membership advocacy organization with members and local chapters throughout the state and is an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, the Nation’s largest organization of blind individuals. NFBI advocates for issues that are important to blind and low-vision Iowans, including but not limited to accessible voting, quality education, accessible prescription labels, and equal access in general. NFBI also provides information and support to anyone who can benefit, including families with blind children, older Iowans who are losing vision along with their families, and the public at large. 

Accessible Prescription Medication Labeling
	Labeling medications in braille, large print, or with audio tags* allows blind and older Iowans to independently manage their medications to take care of themselves safely and responsibly. This service helps enable individuals to remain living alone, avoid expensive support services, and/or take care of family members.
	Please support HF2033. The cost for implementation at a small pharmacy is in the hundreds of dollars, billable to insurance, significantly less than the cost of home health attendants or skilled nursing facilities.

*Audio tags allow a machine or smart phone to speak all relative information about the prescription out loud. This helps avoid medication errors which can be both dangerous and costly. 

Accessible Absentee Voting
	The ability to complete the absentee voting process from start to finish in an accessible electronic format will ensure that blind and low vision Iowans are able to vote privately. While not our preferred approach, the National Federation of the Blind of Iowa supports the pilot programs put forth by the Secretary of State’s office for disabled Iowans and members of the military that work toward this goal including HF2118.

Iowa Department for the Blind
	A strong independent Department for the Blind is necessary for empowering blind and low vision Iowans to obtain employment and contribute to Iowa’s economy, as well as live independently. Effective services from the department save Iowa taxpayers money in the long run.
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