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Commercialization Defeated, for Now

Great work!  Last month the Senate passed its Transportation Appropriations bill, which contained no amendments opening the way for the privatization of highway rest areas. Now appropriations bills have moved through both the House and Senate without commercialization provisions, so rest area privatization will likely not be addressed in the Fiscal Year 2010 Transportation Appropriations legislation. While this is certainly good news, attention now turns to the surface transportation reauthorization in both chambers. It looks like Congress will pass a short-term extension of current law and then take up a multi-year reauthorization bill. This extension, and the permanent legislation, are also potential vehicles for a commercialization amendment. We will continue to monitor this closely and may contact you to conduct outreach to your elected officials once again. 

Nevada Deals a Blow to Randolph-Sheppard
The Nevada state legislature has passed a law, now signed into law by the Governor, to exempt transportation- related vending locations in counties with populations of more than 400,000 people from the Randolph-Sheppard priority. These locations in Nevada were operated by third parties and provided $300,000 in unassigned vending income to the BEP program.   Moreover, this money was used to draw down federal matching funds, so the removal of these locations from the Randolph-Sheppard priority will result in a loss of $1.2 million for Vocational Rehabilitation in Nevada. In addition to causing substantial los of program revenue in Nevada, passage of this law sets a dangerous precedent for little Randolph-Sheppard programs across the country.

California to Sell Off State Office Buildings?
In an attempt to close a $24 billion budget deficit, the State of California is considering selling $2 billion worth of State-owned office buildings. Once sold, the buildings would be leased back to the State for use by State agencies and workers.  Many of these buildings, which are currently subject to the state Randolph-Sheppard law, are served by blind entrepreneurs.  If the buildings are sold to private owners and leased back to State agencies, the state Randolph-Sheppard law would no longer apply.  State legislation to grandfather in blind entrepreneurs and their locations, or to apply the state Randolph-Sheppard Act to buildings leased and fully occupied by the State, could potentially address this issue.  Blind entrepreneurs in all states should be on the lookout for other states that may pursue the same approach to short-term revenue generation.  

Defense Authorization and Appropriations Bills Wrapping Up

Congress is preparing to conference its Defense Authorization and Defense Appropriations bills over the next ten days to two weeks.  Currently, it appears that there is no language affecting the Randolph-Sheppard priority before either conference committee.  We will continue to monitor the language closely.

The Blind Entrepreneurs’ Alliance includes the nation’s leading organizations of the blind, national organizations representing blind vendors, the national organization representing State Licensing Agencies, teaming partners, and other entities and individuals who care about the future of entrepreneurial business opportunities for the blind.  This update was prepared for distribution to and use by BEA member organizations and their affiliates only.  To contact the BEA, email CMacdonald@LinchpinStrategies.com.

