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Healthy Vending Update
The BEA continues its efforts to clarify language in the health reform legislation that has raised concerns among Randolph-Sheppard vendors who service vending machines. The legislative language requires that information regarding the number of calories in items sold in vending machines be displayed in order to allow consumers to make informed choices about what they purchase.  The BEA has been working with other organizations such as NAMA and with Congressional staff to insert language in any conference report creating options and flexibility for vendors to provide such information. We are also working to provide legal protection to vendors in cases where items in a machine do not match the posted calorie information because of accidental misstocking or completion of rows or stacks with alternative products.  In an unusual move, neither the House nor Senate-passed health reform bills was accompanied by an explanatory report, and it is unclear whether the final legislation will have one, either.  We are working with the sponsors on other ways to clarify the language, including a letter from the sponsors to the Secretary prior to drafting the implementing regulations.
Marine Corps Food Service Contract Update
 The Marine Corps solicitation for food service is on the streets.  They are seeking a contractor to provide, under separate contracts, food service to bases on the West Coast (California and Arizona) and the East Coast (D.C. Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina).  The affected SLAs are working together to submit a joint proposal to provide solicited services.  California is the lead agency in the West and will be submitting a proposal on behalf of the two states there, while South Carolina is the lead agency in the East.  It is a very complicated process that requires subcontracting with Ability One and small businesses.  The deadline for submitting proposals has been extended to late February, and the states are making a concerted effort to meet that deadline with proposals that will obtain those locations for blind vendors.  If successful, it would be a real coup for Randolph Sheppard.  

 

Neither Rain, nor Snow…
 
…Shall stop the NCSAB’s Terry Smith from working to bring USPS into compliance with the Randolph-Sheppard Act.  States continue to have issues with the USPS failing to comply with the Act and assigning vending to its vending broker, National Vending.  National Vending is supposed to only be arranging for services at facilities where Randolph Sheppard doesn't apply or the SLA has declined.  However, there have been numerous locations identified that meet the definition of a satisfactory site, but are being handled by National Vending.  There have also been issues with lack of responsiveness by USPS to states who want to negotiate statewide agreements.  Terry Smith has been working with the USPS to resolve these issues and significant progress is being made in several states.  If your state is having USPS issues, please let him know. 

Mark Your Calendars

RSA has scheduled its national Randolph-Sheppard Leadership and Training Conference for June 9-12.  Budgets permitting, the BEA will host a fly-in on June 9th, with participants arriving in Washington on the 8th for an early morning training session on the 9th followed by Hill visits.  Stay tuned for more details.
The Blind Entrepreneurs’ Alliance includes the nation’s leading organizations of the blind, national organizations representing blind vendors, the national organization representing State Licensing Agencies, teaming partners, and other entities and individuals who care about the future of entrepreneurial business opportunities for the blind.  This update was prepared for distribution to and use by BEA member organizations and their affiliates only.  To contact the BEA, email CMacdonald@LinchpinStrategies.com or SWhalen@LinchpinStrategies.com, or call 866-443-0998.

