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RSA Conference Registration Still Open

RSA’s Training and Leadership Conference, its first national Randolph-Sheppard conference in a decade, will be held in Arlington, VA from June 9-12. It is not too late to attend. The conference will be held at the Hyatt Crystal City in Arlington Va. You can reserve rooms at the special conference rate of $149 per night while space is still available, though rooms are filling up fast.  Attached to this email you will find a flyer for the RSA conference, including an agenda. Sessions will be held on healthy vending; the future of rest areas; GSA-controlled properties; military contracts; dynamic keynote speakers, an exciting trade show, and much more. To register for the conference, or for more information, go to www.regonline.com/randolphsheppard.

BEA Fly-In:  Don’t be Left Out!
Immediately preceding the RSA National Training and Leadership Conference, the BEA will be holding its annual Fly-In to help educate Members of Congress and their staff about the Randolph-Sheppard Act and the opportunities it creates for blind entrepreneurs.  Already, we have entrepreneurs from 27 states registered – and we’d like to have 49!  Never done Hill meetings before?  Not sure what to expect or what to say?  No problem.  We’ll email you schedules and talking points in advance.  On the morning of June 9th we will conduct a legislative update and training session to give you everything you need to impress during your meetings.  We will start bright and early at 8:00 AM in the Blue Ridge Room of the Courtyard Marriott, which is located directly across the street from the main conference hotel.  We are working now to set up meetings for you with your Congressional offices on June 9th from 10:30 until 4:30.  BEP Directors and other staff are welcome to join us on the Hill to share their (non-lobbying) perspective. If SLA staff wish to join in Hill visits, please notify Sean ASAP so he can schedule appointments around the afternoon SLA roundtable. Please note:  We are now in the process of scheduling Congressional meetings. Anybody who is interested in taking part in the BEA Fly-in, who has not already done so, should contact Sean Whalen at swhalen@linchpinstrategies.com or 866-443-0998 with the following information: cell number; type of vending operation; location address; and home address.  This will allow us to set up meetings with your home town Representatives and Senators, and to contact you in Washington if there are any last-minute schedule changes. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Catriona or Sean at the number listed above. Otherwise, stay tuned to your inbox for updates, schedules and talking points, and we look forward to seeing many of you on June 9.

Can’t Come to DC?  Send Your Bio Instead!
We’re putting together entrepreneur bios to give to Congressional staff, and we’d like to have at least one from each state.  If you haven’t done so already, please send a page of information about yourself that we can turn into a paragraph-long bio describing what the Randolph-Sheppard Act has done for you –and what you have done for yourself!  Samples and additional information are available from Sean.

The Blind Entrepreneurs’ Alliance includes the nation’s leading organizations of the blind, national organizations representing blind vendors, the national organization representing State Licensing Agencies, teaming partners, and other entities and individuals who care about the future of entrepreneurial business opportunities for the blind.  This update was prepared for distribution to and use by BEA member organizations and their affiliates only.  To contact the BEA, email SWhalen@LinchpinStrategies.com or CMacdonald@LinchpinStrategies.com.

